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 RODENT BAIT INTOXICATION
It has been a torrid start to Winter with massive numbers 
of  mice  and  rats  infesting  the  local  houses  and  farms. 
Naturally enough many of  us  have chosen to  distribute 
baits  around our properties however this is  not  without 
risk to our pets.
The  most  common  type  of  rodenticides  used  are 
anticoagulants- this means that they cause bleeding in the 

'victim'- these are the Warfarin/Brodifacoum types of poison.  Other poisons include 
Cholecalciferol  (causing heart  and kidney failure)  and Bromethalin  (Neurological 
disease and seizures).

Our pets can become poisoned by ingesting the bait directly or by ingesting the sick 
or dead rodent.
Dogs are quite indiscriminate with their eating habits and are much more prone to 
poisoning than cats are.
Baits should be placed well away from where they can be found by inquisitive pets.  
They should be monitored daily and poisoned rodents should be disposed of where 
they cannot be eaten.
It would be prudent to observe your pet more closely than usual on a daily basis and 
to look for any signs of poisoning.
Signs are often internal and difficult to recognise and include lethargy, reluctance to 
exercise, off food and coughing. There can also be external signs eg. blood in the  
urine, black stools, vomiting, bleeding from the nose or bruises on the skin.  
If you suspect your pet has eaten a bait or rodent it is important to seek veterinary 
advice immediately. If this is soon after ingestion and we can induce the patient to 
vomit we can save a lot of time, money and stress.
If the patient is already showing signs of poisoning then treatment can be begun and 
will include Vitamin K and sometimes plasma or blood transfusions.
Depending which bait has been ingested the treatment may go on for 4 weeks or  
more.
This is a very serious situation and the sooner action is taken the better the outlook.

If baits need to be used to help control the rodent plague be aware of your pets 
activities and behaviours
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PAWS FOR THOUGHT
LETTER FROM LUCKY

(the Editor)
Dear Pet owner and 4 legged-mates,
Since our last newsletter things have gone 
pretty well for me here at Condamine 
Veterinary Clinic.
Early last month we (Well mostly due to 
my efforts I suspect) were the proud 
winners of a Business  Excellence Award 
for “Sustainability”.  Cathy planned the 
layout of the clinic with sustainability and 
energy conservation in mind 
(environmental issues are one of her 
passions) however never dreamed that 
they would receive this award.  Personally, 
I think it was my focus on the 3 R's 
(reduce, reuse and recycle) which pushed 
them over the winners line.  She thinks it 
was to do with rainwater collection, North 
facing windows and insulation and all that 
sort of stuff. I'm sure she has done her bit 
too but...
My training, well it took a bit of a dive 
when she (Cathy) decided it would need to 
be taken more seriously.  This meant there 
were to be lessons twice a day!!! Food 
only when I do the right thing. Pats only 
when I sit very still and not when I launch 
myself in the air. She goes on about being 
firm and consistent with her training but 
really all I need to do is look at her with 
my beautiful big brown eyes and I get 
away with anything.  You know it is really 
easy to do the right thing but sometimes it 
seems to be much more fun to muck up.  I 
don't think any of the girls would be very 
happy about me telling you that little 
secret.  It is important to know just how 
far you can push your owner before you 
back off (or you get time out).  I learnt this 
bit, and lots of good things, at Puppy 
Preschool- I reckon it is a fantastic thing to 
do, a great way to meet other like-minded 
pups and you never know if you might just 
meet your soul-mate at a gathering like 
this.  You get treats there too!
I have included a snap shot of myself at 
work one afternoon, in my relaxed pose I 
am showing off another thing on my long 
list of “DO NOT TOUCH”.  “SureFire” is 
the name of a brand of rodent bait and has 
nothing to do with any of my many talents. 
Take a read of the story attached about 
Rodent Baits- you might learn something 
new, I did.
Until next time
Paws truly
Lucky

Opening hours: 

8am – 5pm Monday to Friday

8:30am - 11:00am Saturday

185 Bracker Road, Warwick

07 4667 1176
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If you have enjoyed reading our newsletter, let us know 
and if you think someone else will enjoy it too, please 

forward it on.

The team at Condamine Vets 
(minus Lucky) holding the 

award for Sustainability 
recently won at the Heritage 
2011 Business Excellence 

Awards.

NEXT PUPPY 
PRESCHOOL

 CLASS STARTS:
MON 08.08.11

Call now to book!
(ages 8 – 16 weeks)


